
Autumn Greetings to All!   

Well, it seems autumn is definitely upon us. It is a wonderful time of year, one of my 

favorites. The leaves are changing, the world around us is beginning to get ready for its 

winter slumber, and the wildlife in our midst are preparing themselves (some anyway) for 

the long winter nights.  

While I know that winter is hard for many of us, this time of year (and the spring season) 

remind me how much things change and we often miss it in the busyness of the season to 

come. Change is inevitable and it is HARD! We like things to stay the same, but the changing 

of the seasons from one to the next remind us that the world is in a constant transition. 

Sometimes we have control over these changes and other times, we have absolutely no 

control over it at all. Soon, we will be gathering as families and giving thanks for all that we 

have received in the past year. Soon, we will be gathering on one of the first evenings of 

winter to celebrate the one who came and changed everything in this world. And even 

though the holiday season will soon be upon us, I am reminded of the Psalms that tell us that 

we must wait in this in between period for all the joyous celebrations that Advent and 

Christmas bring. 

In the in between…I sometime struggle with this because I want so much for things to be in 

my control. I struggle with patience at times and that brings frustration, stress, anxiety, and 

often brings sadness into my heart. It is this in between period that we must all (myself 

included) learn what it means to wait on God to provide guidance, hope, and comfort. Yes, 

change is inevitable, but there is one thing that never changes, God’s abiding love for us. 

Psalm 27 has the words I need to take into my heart at this time of year…Psalm 27:13–14 

(NIV): “13 I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 

living. 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.” The writer of this 

Psalm spoke no truer words for those of us who are waiting, sometimes impatiently, in the in 

between. 

Take heart for God will provide in our due time… 

 

Peace and blessings, Pastor Christian 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Conference Happenings:  

 Vitality Days:  There is still room and opportunity for you to represent Chestnut Hill Church as 

part of the Conference sponsored Workshops addressing our vitality as a community of faith. 

All dates are on a Saturday, will be held at Jordan UCC in Trexlertown (right on Rte.309), and 

run from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM. The dates and topics are: 

    Nov 10: Stewardship 

  Mar 23: Evangelism 

  May 18: Renewal 

 

 

Call to Fall Annual Meeting: Our Conference Fall Business meeting will be held 

on Saturday, November 3 from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM at Faith UCC in Hazelton. 

As with all Conference meetings, we are entitled to one delegate in addition to 

Pastor Christian. If you are interested in representing Chestnut Hill in this vital 

mission for our Conference, please see Pastor Christian for the details. 

 

Mission Trip to Puerto Rico: A group is forming from PNEC and PSEC to do some repair and 

recovery work in Puerto Rico. As you know, Puerto Rico was hardest hit by two major 

hurricanes last summer. Our brothers and sisters in this island country are still trying to recover 

from those storms. Please contact the Conference Office if you are interested in participating in 

these mission trips. barbaraj@pnec.org 

 

 

Other Announcements:   

War Room Video/Bible Study: We are planning to hold a five or six week DVD study 

surrounding the movie “War Room”. This study will ask us to dig deep within 

ourselves and look for ways that we can be better prayer warriors for our own lives as 

well as the lives of those we touch and reach out to in our community. Pastor Christian 

will lead the study sometime after Advent and Christmas to prepare us for Lent. Keep 

an eye on future newsletters and bulletins for more information on this study. 

 

Thrivent Choice Program: Chestnut Hill United Church of Christ is now enrolled in Thrivent Choice®. 

Thrivent Choice is a member-advised program that allows eligible members to recommend where 

Thrivent Financial distributes part of its charitable outreach funds each year. When eligible Thrivent 

Financial members direct Choice Dollars® Chestnut Hill Church in a particular month, Thrivent Financial 

reviews the recommendation and makes an electronic deposit into our account. Those funds may be used 

to carry out the religious, charitable or educational purposes without restriction. If you are a member of 

Thrivent Choice and would like to make your choice dollars work for the church, please make sure to 

select Chestnut Hill Church from the online catalog and help us to build up funds through this program. 
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September Congregation Corner Member: 

 Hugs to all of my Chestnut Hill Church family!  I am a person of few words so it may be easy to 

guess who I am, or maybe not?  I was born in Allentown over 40 years ago, I am married a short 

time and my spouse means the world to me.  I started to attend the church back in 2007 and I 

keep coming back, I find the congregation to be very friendly.  Church has always been a 

special place for me, when I was a youngster I loved learning about the Bible.  My favorite Bible 

passage is Romans 8:28 and I love to sing my heart out to How Great Thou Art & The King of my 

Shepherd Is.  If I could meet Jesus I would ask him “Why am I here?” 

  In my free time I enjoy cooking, Seafood is one of my favorites to eat, maybe you can share 

some recipes with me.  A good vacation spot for me is Knoebels Grove, Pocono Mountains or 

just spending a day away in Lancaster visiting the Turkey Hill Experience.  A highlight from my 

youth is when I received 2nd place in a school Spelling Bee.   

 Springtime is my favorite season, it is for renewal  

and new life and flowers and trees and warm weather  

and spring breezes.  When asked about being stranded  

on a deserted island what 3 things could I not live without,  

they would be food, my Bible and my spouse! 

 

Who am I? 
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Christmas Eve: 

  Family Service     4 pm 

  Traditional Candle light service  7 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Help is also needed to take care of the garden at the church.  If you have 

some time please come to church and weed the gardens.  If you need some 

help in identifying the weeds, please contact Helene Endy at:    

hjlendy@ptd.net 

mailto:hjlendy@ptd.net


 

 

 

 

October Congregation Corner Member: 

 

I am married to my wonderful husband for nearly 50 years. We have two children:  

one boy/one girl, both very successful in their chosen careers. Five grandchildren: t 

wo girls/three boys; and three great-grandchildren: two girls/one boy.  

My greatest joy is spending time with my family. 

 

I have always been an avid reader since childhood. Since I retired I have started  volunteering at our local library, 

which allows me a greater opportunity to get my hands on hundreds of titles weekly. I volunteer at the local food 

bank biweekly stocking shelves, and I am the secretary for our homeowner’s association. We babysit for our great-

granddaughter one day a week--loads of fun but exhausting as well. I also knit/crochet hundreds of hats/scarves to 

donate to underprivileged/homeless folks every winter. 

I love to hear the parables and the love that Jesus shares with ALL peoples. Not sure of the actual hymn titles, but 

"Is it I Lord? I am here Lord," "I walk in the Garden," "Amazing Grace." Also, although not hymns per se, I love "My 

God is an Awesome God," and "He Lifts Me Up." They touch my heart and bring me to tears every time. 

I joined CHC about 50 years ago after I married my husband--CHC was his home church. I had been raised in a 

Union church, confirmed as UCC; then when the church split my parents went with the Lutherans. When I joined 

CHC it was as a Lutheran; now back to the UCC home team. 

In the past we had done some family vacations to Corolla, Outer Banks. Those were the most fun and fulfilling 

spending time together with the extended family. Many years ago, we did some walking vacations in the Alps in 

Switzerland and through the Cotswold’s in England; amazing way to see other countries and their cultures. It makes 

you realize just how spoiled and wasteful we are as Americans. I also was so enthralled with the pure nature of 

Alaska--so untouched by mankind--so beautiful. Truly God's canvas. 

My family was very blue collar; my dad worked extremely hard, long hours. There was no money or time for 

vacations. So, on the rare occasion we did go somewhere as a family, it was camping in a tent. But we treasured 

those trips, usually with cousins, and it was very special. I also remember that Sunday's were always visiting 

relatives or going for "Sunday drives," often stopping for ice cream. 

I look forward to meeting Jesus. Through prayer I feel his love daily and a sense of total peace overcomes me, so to 

be in his presence I can only imagine I would be so  overwhelmingly encompassed with love and peace. If I could 

ask Jesus one question: why are humans so cruel to one another? Why do we refuse to see the example you set for 

us and feel love for one another instead of such hatred and brutality? How can people hurt the innocent, the 

precious babies and children and find pleasure in that?  

If I'm stranded on an island it would be my family, but if that means I'm stranded alone, then it would 

have to be books, books and more books. And a big bottle of water. 

 



 

News from Whine, Women & Worry.  We have been very busy the last few weeks working 

very hard in putting together our 2nd free Spaghetti dinner for the community.  Come out and join 

us on November 17 from 4-6 and bring your friends.  There will also be a basket social as well, 

the tickets will be on sale the day of the dinner, 1 sheet for 15.00 or 2 for 20.00.  I am so proud to 

say the wonderful congregation has supplied us with all of the items we need to make this a 

success.  I can’t say thank you enough for everyone’s generosity.  50% of our proceeds will be 

going to Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley. 

We will not be having a meeting in November since I am taking my last vacation of the year.  We 

will hold the December meeting on the 17th at 6:30. A topic of discussion has not been decided as 

of yet, maybe we will just have a celebration gathering for all of the hard work we have been 

doing all year. 

The group is open to all women of the congregation and you are welcome to join us at any time. I 

am so proud of all of the women who come out to the meetings, whether it be one meeting or all 

of them.  I am trying to reach all ladies in the congregation, if you have ideas, suggestions, 

please don’t hesitate to bring them to me.   

I hope everyone will have a wonderful Christmas season and a Happy New Year! 

 

 

Friday November 23rd is known as Black Friday. 

When some people get up at the crack of dawn to start their holiday shopping?? 

How about you sleep in a little bit that day? 

Black Friday is also the day that we cut back the church garden to clean it up and get it ready for 

Spring! 

So come to church at 9 am till about 11 am and help us cut down the garden and haul the 

clippings to the back of the field.  

This is a great way to get out in the fresh air and get some exercise too, which your body will 

appreciate. 

And the Garden will appreciate it too!! 

See Debbie Koder 610-967-1975 

 

 

CHC t-shirts are still available for sale.  

I have a variety of sizes available at $10.00 each. 

Some V necks and some round necks. 

See Debbie Koder 610-967-1975 
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Each month Stephanie will be “interviewing” one of our members in an effort to get to know 

everyone at Chestnut Hill.  As part of that process, Stephanie will also write up a “story” of that 

person’s life for the newsletter.  Let’s see how much you know about your fellow Chestnut Hill 

family members.  Can you guess who our “interviewees” are for November & December? 

 

November Congregation Corner Member: 

 

A warm fall greeting to all of my friends and family at Chestnut Hill!  It is funny that I was 

chosen for the month of November, Autumn is my favorite time of the year.  I have been a 

member of CHC for my entire life.  Church was always very important in my family as I was 

growing up as a child, and I have continued my faithfulness as an adult.  I actively participate 

in many things that are going on at church.  I do have 2 favorite Bible passages and they are 

Psalm 121 & Philippians 4:13. I have many favorite hymns with one being Jesus Savior, Pilot me 

which was arranged differently than the traditional version by a local musician.  The best 

memories I have of church are of the Christmas Eve services.  Jesus is the one person from the 

Bible that I would like to meet, however to ask him one question would be difficult, I have so 

many to ask. 

My favorite past times are looking at the stars in the night sky, listening to a mountain stream, 

watching the waves in the ocean on the beaches of Hawaii which happens to be my favorite 

vacation spot.  I also enjoy very much the peace of my own home, while I have down time I 

enjoying watching NCIS & House Hunters.  The movie that I enjoy the most is The Sound of 

Music.  I was asked if I had any favorite foods, and oh yes, I do!  Lobster, steak, chocolate and 

cookies. 

I was born in Allentown, I am married and I have 2 sons, in November I will be married to my 

best friend for 49 years.  If I were stranded on a deserted island the three things that I couldn’t 

live without would be my spouse, food & water. 

Who am I? 
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Who am I ? 



 

December Congregation Corner Member: 

 

Merry Christmas to my friends at CHC!  I was born in Northampton, PA many years ago.  I am married 

to my spouse for 49 years and I have 2 grown sons and a granddaughter.  I told Stephanie that in my 49 

years of marriage we have never had an argument, in today’s society that is admirable.  I have been a 

member of CHC for over 70 years, my grandparents brought me to church as a young child and I never 

wandered astray.  My favorite bible passage is John 3:16 and I love to barrel out a good hymn and my 

favorite is Standing on the Promises.  I am very active in the church, I quietly do many things around the 

church, I guess you could call me the church mouse.  If I could ask anyone from the bible one question 

it would be Jesus and I would ask him “If a person had never been told about you, if they died would 

they go to heaven like a baby? 

I enjoy restoring old cars, I have many to choose from in my garage, which one should I do next?  I 

enjoying watching NCIS and my favorite movie is Hunt for Red October.  My favorite season is Winter 

time because that means I do not have to mow the grass.  I love to eat, you will always find me on a 

Sunday morning in the fellowship hall trying whatever goodies are on the table, but my favorite is 

French Toast.  

If I were stranded on a deserted island the things I couldn’t live without would be my spouse, food & 

water.   

 

Who am I? 
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 We are going West in 2019! 

May 11-17, 2019- we are doing the Enchanting Canyons starting in Scottsdale Az and heading north to 

Sedona, Az, Oak Creek Canyon, AZ. 

 

Up to Lake Powell in Utah with a cruise to Antelope Canyon, then to Bryce Canyon, UT, Zion National 

Park, UT and then to Las Vegas, NV. 

 

If interested, see Debbie Koder 610-967-1975  Cost $3000.00 pp estimated due to air fare not locked 

in yet. Some meals included, bus transportation, tips, hotels included. 

 

 



Checking Account 

  QNB checking      $   15.301.27 

 Building Fund       $      9,762.39 

Special Savings       $ 42,066.02 

 

Investment Portfolio   

Miller Endowment   $ 426,801.15 

Hoff Endowment     $ 206,401.72 

Ameriprise                  $ 9,376.84 

             

Financial Report—September 30. 2018 

Movie Nights:  

 

November 30: “The Star” - A small but brave donkey and his animal friends 

become the unsung heroes of the first Christmas. An animated movie all ages 

are sure to love! 
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Bulletin Sponsorship: Did you know that the weekly bulletins can be 

sponsored to help defray the cost of printing? There is  an 

opportunity for you to sponsor a bulletin to help out the church and 

also honor a special day or special someone in your life. There is a 

sheet in the lower narthex to sign up to sponsor our weekly 

bulletins. The cost to sponsor the weekly bulletins is $10 per 

Sunday and this contribution helps us to cover the cost of paper and 

toner to print the bulletins. 



 

Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, November  28, 2018 at 6:30 pm at the church. 

 

 

 

Sing, Sing, Sing 

Join the choir to present a hymn of Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 18.  We will practice on 
Sundays November 4, 11, and 18 at 9:30 am. 

Everyone is welcome to sing!  See Peggy for the music. 

 

 

Our CHC annual yard sale was another huge success!!  And that is mostly due in part to our 

wonderful volunteers and the people who donate their treasures for us to resell. 

Thank you to our volunteers, who for the week before the yard sale gave so generously their 

hours to help us receive, clean and set up for our annual yard / bake sale and free recycling 

program. 

This is our largest fundraiser that helps keep you warm in the winter in the church pews on 

Sunday mornings! 

Debbie Koder, Alice and Ken Debus, Darlene and Keith Harman, Laura Held, Ed Hartzell, 

Marjorie Trinkle and Carole Vaslik.   

Thank you to our members, family, friends and the community who donated some wonderful 

items for our yard sale. 

Thank you to Debbie Weighnknect, Joan Eck, Lori Nekich and Carol Tice for preparing us some 

wonderful soups, hot dogs and drinks. 

The soups were almost all sold out by 10:00 am!! 

Thank you to our wonderful bakers who made some delicious cakes, cookies, cupcakes and 

treats! 

And a special thank you to Terry Miller who arrived every night to open and closed up the Fire 

House for us, so we could get everything ready for Saturday. 

Our baked and food items made $ 603.25  and our yard sale items made us $1864.25 for a grand 

total of $2467.50. 

All items not sold were donated to Green Drop c/o St., Francis de Paul in Philadelphia, which 

helps the disabled and those trying to get back on their feet. 

And a tidbit of history, since 2003 we have made over $30,000.00 in our yard sale…..Yes, 

$30,000.00  !! 

Great job by everyone!  Next year our date is Saturday October 5, 2019, start saving your 

treasures for us to sell. 

Debbie Koder 
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Dear Chestnut Hill Church, 

Thank you for your recent clothing donation to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP). 

GreenDrop converted your donation to cash for SVdP enabling them to fund their many 

programs that support those in need. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society helps those in need with material, moral, and spiritual 

support. Currently, more than 500 volunteers are involved throughout the Delaware Valley 

providing home visitation, transportation for elderly/shut-ins, bereavement support, nursing 

home visitation and holiday dinner/gift drives. 

"OVERCOMING STIGMA- FINDING HOPE FOR MENTAL HEALTH" 

 

Chestnut Hill Church, along with St John's UCC in Coopersburg, will be presenting 

an outreach awareness event, Thursday November 8th at 7pm. This event is for 

everyone in the community. The United Church of Christ has dedicated the month 

of October to Mental Health Awareness. Pastor Christian's sermons have been 

directed to this subject the whole month of October. Our event will bring a wealth 

of information that will target just about everything associated with mental health. 

The evening will present numerous agencies and professionals , dedicated to 

treatment and support, for anyone struggling with this serious health issue. Pastor 

Christian will be the lead and keynote speaker for one of the four breakout groups, 

entitled, "Bullying". The other breakout groups will focus on ,"Perseverance", "Life 

Cycles", "Suicide",and other related mental health issues. The cost for attending 

this great event, is two hours of your time. Nursery will be provided at no cost. If you 

have any questions or need more information, please see Pastor Christian or Craig 

Adams. 



2018 Annual Holiday Hope Chests Program - “Happiness in a Shoebox!” 
 
       Our Sunday School children will again be collecting items and packing them in 
shoeboxes for the Holiday Hope Chests Program.  Holiday Hope Chests 
(individually prepared shoe boxes filled with age/gender appropriate gifts) will be 
distributed during the holiday season to Lehigh Valley non-profit agencies serving 
children.  
 
 If you would like to help with our Sunday School project by donating items, we 
would appreciate them by Sunday, November 18.  There will be a collection box 
labeled in the fellowship hall.   
Last year we collected enough items from Chestnut Hill Church members to donate 
25 boxes (Holiday Hope Chests).  You can make a difference in a child’s holiday! 
       Holiday Hope Chests is a national project adopted by the Volunteer Center of 
the Lehigh Valley, in partnership with Enterprise Holdings, UGI and Kids Care Clubs 
to help less fortunate children living in the Lehigh Valley.  The collection goal for 
2018 is 6,200. 


