
1 

 

 

 

  

Nov. & Dec. 2020 

Greetings Everyone! 

Can you believe that Christmas is almost here?!?!? It just does not seem possible and time 

just keeps marching on whether we want it to or not, Christmas will be here before we know it. As 

I get older and, hopefully wiser, I am finding that each year I look for a deeper meaning to 

Christmas and this time of year. Most of you know that I love the fall, usually because it means 

that I potentially have the time to get into the woods, but the last few years, it seems time does not 

allow me those opportunities. And so, I wonder how many of us feel like we are losing ground on 

that precious time that re-energizes and invigorates us to face whatever we might face daily. It is 

because of this that this year, I not only find myself reaching for that deeper meaning in the birth 

of Christ but also in ways that I can stay connected to the God that has blessed me so much 

throughout my life and the lives of those I love. 

One of the things I am contemplating as I get myself mentally prepared for the season of Advent 

is looking at stories of the ways that Christ touched the lives of those around him AND to whom 

he gave the majority of his time and energy. For me, it is about what we have received from Christ 

which inspires what I give to others. Over the last few months, I gave over more of myself than I 

ever thought was possible to give in caring for my father. What I realized is that there is absolutely 

no way I could have done that without the example of Christ as he spent his days teaching and 

healing those around him. One of the stories that speaks most to me is the story of Jesus speaking 

to the Samaritan Woman at the well found in John 4:7-26.  

If you are not familiar with this story, it is one in which Jesus opens himself to the opportunity 

to share God’s love with someone with whom he should not have associated. He opened himself 

to scrutiny, degradation, and ridicule and yet he still began a relationship with this woman and 

shared God’s love with her. This is a story of redemption and love…and isn’t that one of the 

possible meanings of Christmas too? 

God’s Peace and blessings, PC 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Volume 20  No. 6  
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Council Board Volunteers Needed: Chestnut Hill Church is looking for a few volunteers to join 

our council team.  The Council meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 7:00pm -8:30pm.  

Please consider volunteering and help our church grow spiritually.  Please see any member of 

the Council or Pastor Christian for more information or signing up. 

Board of Trustees Volunteers Needed: Chestnut Hill Church Board of Trustees is looking for a 

few volunteers to join the Trustee team.  Much of the Trustee team business is conducted via 

e-mail, but periodically they meet to discuss and review upcoming projects.  In addition, 

individuals with a “hands on” mentality who are capable of making small repairs around the 

church are needed.  Please contact Debbie Koder if you are interested in volunteering 610-

390-9026. 

Garden Clean Up Volunteers Needed: It’s that time of year that the garden must be cut back 

and cleaned up so that it may look even more beautiful in the spring.  Clean up day will be 

Friday November 27th from 9am – 11am.  If you are willing to get out in the fresh air and willing 

to get your hands a little dirty, please come join.  Contact Debbie Koder for more information 

or for volunteering, 610-390-9026. 

Cemetery Board News: The Cemetery Board kindly requests that when visiting the Chestnut Hill 

Church cemetery, please obey the rules posted on the information signs near the entrances to 

the cemetery.  Also, please be reminded that the fall cemetery cleanup will take place on 

December 5th, 2020 (weather permitting) and all items wished to be kept must be removed 

from the cemetery prior to that date. 
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Church News, continued … 

 
 

Christmas Eve Service: Pending any changes to the CDC guidelines for physical distancing and 

limitations on the number of people who can gather in the church sanctuary, our service 

attendance will likely continue to be limited for the Christmas Eve service this year.  If limits 

remain restricted to the current capacity guidelines, Pastor and Council have estimated that we 

can safely seat about 60 worshipers. Last year, we accommodated 165 worshipers and the 

year before we had two services with a total attendance of 195. The idea of a sign-up sheet 

has been proposed and is under consideration. Because we want to try to accommodate as 

many as possible, Church Council would like to know: do you plan on physically attending 

Christmas Eve service this year? Please share whether you plan to physically attend on 

Christmas Eve by contacting Debbie Koder at (610)390-9026 or e-mail debkoder@yahoo.com. 

This information will help Church Council and Pastor plan accordingly.  Thank you in advance 

for your help with this matter.  Please continue to check church e-mails and the church 

Facebook page for any updates regarding Christmas Eve Worship. 

Ways to Worship: Physical worship in the church has resumed for those wishing to worship that 

way.  For those who prefer to worship from home, the Facebook Group will live feed the worship 

taking place at the church, each Sunday.  AND, if you miss the live feed, the Facebook page’s 

worship service remains available even after the day and time of service.  So, you can worship 

at your leisure or return to any portion of the worship service whenever you’d like.   

Stay - In the Know: As COVID cases continue to change, please check Facebook and e-mail for 

important worship changes.  In the case of inclement weather, cancellations will be posted on 

WFMZ. 
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church 

Are you looking for ways to get more involved in our church community? The following groups 

provide service and fellowship and are always welcoming new members.  Below, you can learn 

more about some of the Church’s groups and what they are up to:   

Missions Team: Our Missions Team will begin gathering again soon. The team currently consists 

of Pastor Christian, Joan Slota, Heather Lippincott, and Craig Adams. As we begin meeting this 

fall, we will be looking at ways that we can be more involved in our local communities and 

beyond. We have special funds for this purpose and will be looking at ways that these funds can 

benefit others (loving others as Christ taught us to do). If you are interested in participating in 

this group, please see Pastor Christian so that you can be invited to the virtual meetings when 

they occur. 

Betty Lou’s Pantry: Betty Lou’s Pantry will be sponsoring gift cards for the children they serve.  

There are approximately 160-180 children within the low-income families that Betty Lou’s 

supports.  BLP wants to include $50 gift cards for each child with the Christmas dinners for 

families so that the families may purchase Christmas gifts for these children.  If you’d like to 

contribute, please write a check in the amount that you can afford made payable to Betty Lou’s 

Pantry with a note on the check memo line, “Christmas Present” and send it to PO Box 85, 

Coopersburg, PA 18036.  They request to receive all donations by December 2, 2020.  In 

addition, they continue to accept donations of food items. Monetary donations are always 

accepted; either through BettyLousPantry.com using PayPal; or checks can be mailed to Betty 

Lou’s Pantry, PO Box 85, Coopersburg, PA 18036.  Please Alice Debus with questions or for 

more information. 

CHC Sunday School – The Sunday School would like to express gratitude and thank everyone 

who contributed food and animal supplies for the annual SPCA animal collection drive.  Heather 

and Bill Lippincott dropped off the items at the SPCA and the SPCA was very appreciative of the 

donations received, especially during these trying COVID times. 

In addition, Sunday School will again be participating in the Holiday Hope Chests program.  The 

program offers small boxes of gifts to less fortunate children. Help is needed in the form of 

donations of small gifts to fill the boxes and people who might want to assist with the packing 

and preparing of gift boxes.  All work on the project will follow COVID safety protocols. Chestnut 

Hill Church has participated in the program for several years.  It is requested that all donations 

be received by November 22.  Please see page 9 and 10 for more information about the 

Holiday Hope Chests program and gift donation ideas and suggestions. 
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church, continued… 

Fellowship of Mindful Men (FoMM) This men’s fellowship group is designed to provide a space 

to look at ways to grow closer to God and one another. If you are interested in more information, 

or joining the group, please contact David Kadingo, alfdaver@gmail.com . 

Grief Support Group: The Grief Support Group, led by Craig Adams, has been doing book 

studies and discovering how their grief helps them to live in this world and acknowledges that 

not everyone grieves in the same way. If you are interested in learning more, please contact 

Craig Adams, 610-554-4967. 

Social Media and Electronic Groups: 

Being a part of the Chestnut Hill Church family is at your fingertips, literally, for those with access 

to smart devices and internet. 

Facebook: If you are not already on Facebook with Chestnut Hill Church, what are you waiting 

for? Via Facebook, you can access live feed sermons and stay up to date on church events. 

Please use this link to send a request to join our  group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/269721049717923/ . 

Online Sermons and Interaction with the Service (trivia and polls): On your smart phones, 

download and install Faithlife Bible App and request to be part of our presentation group. Pastor 

Christian will add you and you can use a digital bulletin, interact with the trivia questions, or 

participate in polls. If you are interested in following along, see Heather Clark and she can help 

you get it set up on your phone.  

Instagram: We are now on Instagram. Check us out at instagram.com/chestnuthillchurchucc/   

Recorded Services: If you do not have access to the internet or Facebook or even to a streaming 

device, you too can still be part of our worship experience. If you would like to receive recorded 

sermons and services (on DVD), please contact Pastor Christian. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/269721049717923/
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Supporting Chestnut Hill Church 
  

Some of the many ways to financially support the church include signing up for the Thrivent 

Choice Program (if you are a member of Thrivent Financial).  If you shop Amazon, be sure 

to go through smile.amazon.com and choose Chestnut Hill Church as your charity and 

almost every purchase earns a contribution.  In addition, donations may be sent via mail 

at your convenience, arranged for in person drop off by contacting the Church Secretary, 

Jessica Yaich, 610-967-1196 OR at your leisure via E-offering.  Please see page 11 for             

E-Offering instructions. 

  

This is a reminder that one of the church’s biggest annual fundraisers has recently begun.  The 

annual Scrip fundraiser offers you dozens of opportunities to buy gift cards for friends, family 

or even treat yourself while earning money for our church.  We earn a percentage of sale from 

each and every gift card purchased.  Orders can be submitted between now and November 

29th, 2020.  Gift cards will be available for pick-up Sunday, December 20th.  If you have any 

questions or for an order form, please contact Debbie Koder at 610-390-9026 or via e-mail 

debkoder@yahoo.com Checks for orders should be made payable to Chestnut Hill Church. 

 

     

 

mailto:debkoder@yahoo.com
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Worship Schedule & Information 

Upcoming Service Information and Tentative Sermons: (focus passage in bold) 

11/08/20 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  John 11:17-27 

 Sermon Title: “I AM the Resurrection and the Life” Job 19:23-27 

11/15/20 24th Sunday after Pentecost  John 15:5-9 

 Sermon Title: “I AM the Vine:  Jeremiah 23:5-6 

11/22/20 25th Sunday after Pentecost: Reign of Christ Pastor on Vacation 

 Pastor on vacation: Virtual Worship  Romans 12:1-8/Galatians 5:22-26 

 featuring a message from our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates 

11/29/20 1st Sunday in Advent: Introduction to Advent Series, “Prepare Ye” Luke 1:26-38 

 Sermon Title: “PREPARE YE: Ponder”  Joshua 1:7-9 

12/06/20 2nd Sunday in Advent  Luke 1:5-25 

 Sermon Title: “PREPARE YE: Pray”  Genesis 28:10-17 

12/13/20 3rd Sunday in Advent  Luke 1:39-45 

 Sermon Title: “PREPARE YE: Praise”  Exodus 15:1-3 

12/20/20 4th Sunday in Advent  Luke 3:1-16 

 Sermon Title: “PREPARE YE: Proclaim:  Deuteronomy 32:2-4 

12/24/20 Christmas Eve  Luke 2:1-20 

 Sermon Title: “PREPARE YE: Prepare a Place” Isaiah 9:1-7 

12/27/20 1st Christmas  John 1:1-14 

 Sermon Title: “PREPARE YE: Prepare for Paradise” Isaiah 52:7-10 

Those Serving During Worship: 

Date: Lay Reader: Acolyte: 

11/08/20 Stephanie Creyer Pastor Christian 

11/15/20 Debbie Koder Pastor Christian 

11/22/20 Pastor Christian N/A 

11/29/20 Debbie Wagstaff Pastor Christian 

12/06/20 Cindy Buchter Pastor Christian 

12/13/20 Craig Adams Pastor Christian 

12/20/20 Stephanie Creyer Pastor Christian 

12/24/20 Pastor Christian TBD 

12/27/20 Lorraine Kahler Pastor Christian 
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Conference Happenings 

Conference: For all news and updates on the Conference, please see https://pnec.org/this-

week-in-pnec/ 

Fall Conference Meeting: On Saturday, November 7, we will be gathering as a 
Conference to celebrate the installation of Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates as our 5th 
Conference Minister and conducting the business of the Conference. At this meeting, 
there will be a vote for delegates to our first ever virtual General Synod. Did you figure 
out who else might be attending from Chestnut Hill Church? Stephanie Creyer has 
been nominated to serve as a delegate to the 2021 and 2023 Bi-Annual General 
Synods. Stephanie will also be our delegate to the Fall Conference Meeting. 

 
Celebration Corner 

A Special Welcome! The Personnel Team is happy to report and welcome, Ms. Karen Billger 

to our staff as our new Treasurer. Karen’s name might sound familiar to some…she is the 

daughter of Arlene Billger and comes to us with many years of accounting experience. As 

she begins working for us, if you see her around the office or the building, make sure to say 

hello and introduce yourself (she may already know many of us)! In our next newsletter, we 

will have Karen give us a quick bio and introduction so that we can all get to know her a little 

better. Congratulations, Karen, and welcome to the family of Chestnut Hill Church UCC! 

PLEASE SHARE NEWS – If you know of 

random acts of kindness, anything to 

celebrate, or can share information about 

a group looking for volunteers that in 

some way help our community; please 

provide a snippet of the information to the 

Church Secretary, j.yaich@chcucc.org 

for the next newsletter.  The deadline for 

news, stories and announcements for the 

January/ February newsletter will be 

Monday December 28, 2020.  Thank you 

to all who provided stories, information 

and/ or ideas for the newsletters 

throughout the past year.  

mailto:j.yaich@chcucc.org
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  CHC Sunday School- Holiday Hope Chests
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  Electronic Offering 
 

If you would like to give your offering electronically, below are the instructions to set up an electronic 

offering account.  If you need added help, Pastor Christian would be happy to help you. For those 

who wish to continue using the regular offering envelopes, you will continue to receive the 

envelopes in the mail as you have in the past.  The envelopes will continue to be mailed to you 

every 2 months.  If you have any questions about the envelopes, please contact Pastor Christian. 

If you are using E Offering and no longer wish to receive envelopes, please let Pastor Christian 

know this as well. 
 

Instructions on How to Sign Up for Electronic Offering 

To create a new account, go to: www.members.myEoffering.com 

On Log in screen, click “register” 

Enter the following information: Name, E-mail, and choose a password that you will remember. Once 

you have this completed, click on “Register”, you will receive an email on how to finish registering. 

Once you have clicked on the link from email, you will need to login and then read the onscreen 

instructions and click the “Proceed” button. 

Next, you will need to select a church, so click on “Churches” at the top of the screen. Next click on 

“Join a church+”.  Search for Chestnut Hill Church, select the church which has our address 

showing, and “Join+”. You do not need to provide a member or envelope #. 

After you have selected Chestnut Hill Church, you must add a wallet. Click on “Wallets” on the top 

of the screen and then “Add a Wallet+”. Follow the onscreen instructions as they come up on the 

screen...and click on “Add Wallet+” 

To setup an offering, click on “Offerings” at the top of the page and “Add New Offering+”. Choose 

the option that best fits how often you would like to give and the date upon which to begin drawing 

those funds. Funding source is your choice from where to draw the funds (i.e. your checking 

account or credit card found in your “Wallets”). Remember to select the fund to which you would 

like your offering to go, enter an amount and if you choose to contribute to more than one fund, 

you have the option to do so.  

Fees to use a checking or savings account are $.30 and the fees for using a credit card fees 

determined by the credit card company. 
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  Bible Word Game 

“A Special Christmas Tree”: From Life of Jesus Bible Puzzles by Rainbow Publishers…all answers 

are listed on page _13_.   
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Financial Report 

As of September 30, 2020* 

*Please be advised there was an error in the 

reported information of the financials listed in 

the September/ October newsletter.  We 

apologize for any confusion this may have 

caused and thank those who brought the error 

to our attention. The numbers below are 

current and accurate:   

Checking/Savings Accounts: 

QNB checking $ 14,521.36 

Building Fund         $ 6,482.01 

Special Savings       $ 46,284.18 

Investment Portfolio:   

Miller Endowment $ 433,401.99 

Hoff Endowment $ 186,786.47 

Ameriprise $ 10,284.42 

Income Year-to-Date: $ 83,707.85 

Expenses Year-to-Date: $ 94,025.17 

Interest Draw from Miller $ 17,000.00 

 Bible Word Puzzle Answers 

from game on Page 13

 

 

Pastor: Christian Creyer (Pastor Christian) 

Church Phone: 610-967-1196                 Cell Phone:  484-866-5229 

Email address:   pastor@chcucc.org   

Office Hours: 

If you would like to make an appointment to see Pastor Christian, please call, text, or email. 

 

Church Financials & Pastor Contact Information 

mailto:pastor@chcucc.org
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