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May & June 2020 

Greetings Everyone! 

It has been quite the month, hasn’t it? We have moved from a physical gathering to an online gathering 

space and we have been able to be together, at least somewhat. As we continue to gather in our online 

environment, I want to encourage you to gather with us, if you have not already done so. You can find our 

online worship services in two ways…either on Facebook (live) or on YouTube, which I post after the 

recorded worship service occurs. 

I know that many of you are anxious in this time and I am right there with you. It is an anxious time and 

one that can easily get us overwhelmed and take us into despair. I want to assure you that I am standing 

right beside all of you in this time. I too am anxious about what our new “normal” might be at the end of all 

of this. 

I can imagine that the disciples and those who followed Christ might have felt the same way too. It was 

a time when their teacher and leader had died and risen from the dead. While they had his presence, 

physically, we need to rely on our faith to get us through. And, to be honest, our faith is what will hold us 

together and allow us to get through this time. Our faith gives us strength and courage in the most trying 

times of our lives. But it is also our faith that can comfort us in these trying times as well.  

I want to give you some words that will always carry me, no matter what circumstance I may find myself 

within, and those are the words of Psalm 71:1-14 (excerpts)…In you, O LORD, I take refuge…In your 

righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. Be to me a rock of refuge, 

a strong fortress, to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. Rescue me, O my God…For you, O 

Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. Upon you I have leaned from my birth…but you are 

my strong refuge...Do not cast me off in the time of old age; do not forsake me when my strength is 

spent…O God, do not be far from me; O my God… I will hope continually, and will praise you yet more 

and more. 

May our prayers be like those of David in these times and may our hope always be in God’s presence. 
 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Christian 
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Church News 

 Church Worship Services & Announcements:  With the ever-changing circumstances and 

restrictions put in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic, please be sure to check your email or 

the CHC Facebook page regularly for important announcements and worship updates.  While it 

is predicted that some of the stay-at-home mandates will begin to be lifted, there will be a slow 

transition to returning to a type of life like the one prior to COVID-19. It is expected that there will 

be a period of time before “groups of a certain number” are able to gather again.  Church Council 

is staying up to date regarding the situation and regularly discusses these matters.  Any updated 

information regarding gatherings, worship, or other important announcements will be shared 

primarily via e-mail or Facebook messages but we will also update WFMZ as well.  In the event 

of severe weather or power outages, please check WFMZ or wfmz.com for changes to the 

worship schedule.   
  

Quarterly Town Hall Meetings: The next quarterly Town Hall meeting will tentatively be held in June 

following the worship service. The goals of these meetings are to provide transparency in 

communication, provide Church Council the opportunity to share vital information with the 

congregation and also offer an occasion to discuss the many ways the church is changing lives as 

a community of faith.  The quarterly Town Hall meetings are Potluck style and held in the 

Fellowship Hall at the round tables. Future meetings will be held in September and December. 
  

BREEZE (Church Directory): In October, Church Council began a process of converting our 

database of members from a desktop application, (which could previously only be accessed by 

one person), to an online database which can be accessed by all individuals accepted as members.  

If you do not yet have access and would like access to the virtual directory, please contact Pastor 

Christian Creyer. This database is only accessible to those who are invited to join. 
  

Cemetery Plot Price Increase: On March 15, the price for cemetery plots increased to meet the costs 

associated with maintaining the cemetery. The plot price for members is now $450, and for non-

members, $550. Please see Terry Miller if you are in need of a cemetery plot or would like more 

information. 

Announcement from the Cemetery Board:  If you own any plots in the Chestnut Hill cemetery, in 

order to make things easier during that inevitable time of sorrow, please let the Cemetery Board 

know your wishes as to who is to be interred in which plot. If a casket is interred first, then an urn 

of cremated ashes may also be interred in that same plot, or two urns may interred. At present, 

members of the board are Dave Berner, Keith Harman, Sam Leh, Terry Miller, and Glenn Snyder.  

To make your wishes known, please contact cemetery board president Glenn Snyder via email 

@ pat1glen@ptd.net or by phone @ 610-965-6320. 

Aluminum Recycling Program Discontinued:  Due to low participation, the aluminum recycling 

program will be discontinued and cans will no longer be accepted.  The paper recycling program 

will continue. Thank you, to all who have contributed over the years. 
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church 

Are you looking for ways to get more involved in our church community? The following groups 

provide service and fellowship and are always welcoming new members.  Below, you can learn more 

about some of the Church’s groups and what they have been up to:   

Fellowship of Mindful Men (FoMM) A new men’s fellowship group has formed. The group is 

designed to provide a space to look at ways to grow closer to God and one another. If you are 

interested in more information, or joining the group, please contact David Kadingo, 

alfdaver@gmail.com . 

Grief Support Group: The Grief Support Group, led by Craig Adams, has been doing book studies 

and discovering how their grief helps them to live in this world and acknowledges that not 

everyone grieves in the same way. If you are interested in learning more, please contact Craig 

Adams, 610-554-4967. 

Whine Women & Worry (WWW):  The ladies of WWW have been keeping in contact with each 

other via e-mails. They share that there will be a lot of work to do once the social distancing is 

lifted and wished to express that if you are a woman of the church who would like to be included 

in their conversations via email, you can send an e-mail to Stephanie Creyer at 

slcreyer@aol.com.  Stephanie wishes everyone to keep the faith and is hoping to be able to hug 

everyone soon. 

Betty Lou’s Pantry:  Chestnut Hill Church was originally scheduled to man Betty Lou’s distribution 

two Saturdays in June. However, with everything being interrupted with COVID-19, things have 

changed. A new group has been formed to handle extra distributions during the pandemic in a 

totally different manner. With businesses and schools being closed patrons are in greater need 

than ever so the new group is distributing pre-packaged pantry items weekly to drive-ups. It has 

been decided that this team will continue to handle the distribution for the next few months until 

we can get back to normal. I have asked if perhaps we could pick-up a month later in the year to 

relieve some of the workers who have been going above and beyond during the pandemic. The 

pantries are not accepting items at this time for fear of contamination. Monetary donations are 

welcomed. Anyone wishing to make a monetary donation can either send a check to: Betty Lou’s 

Pantry, PO Box 85, Coopersburg, PA 18036; or visit BettyLousPantry.com and use PayPal to 

donate. 

Vitality Team: The Vitality Team has been having discussions via email, since they cannot gather 

physically. In the coming months, they will continue to look for ways that they can be of service 

to our community and enhance our service to the community with an eye to the results of the 

surveys that have been done. They are continually striving to be the voice and hands of Christ in 

this time and place. Look for more information in the bulletins and future newsletters. 
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church, continued… 

Sunday School Classes: While we are gathering online in a virtual world, our Sunday school 

continues. Heather Lippincott, our Sunday school administrator has been and continues to meet 

with our children in a virtual environment. If you are interested in joining in on the fun and activities 

of Sunday school, please contact Heather (bellchimes55@ptd.net) for more information. 

Social Media and Electronic Groups: 

Being a part of the Chestnut Hill Church family is at your fingertips, literally, for those with access to 

smart devices and internet. 

 

Facebook: If you are not already on Facebook with Chestnut Hill Church, what are you waiting for? 

Via Facebook, you can access live feed sermons and stay up to date on church events. Please 

use this link to send a request to join our  group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/269721049717923/ . 

YouTube: We are now streaming our services on YouTube every Sunday. Our channel can be found 

here, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWs90p6Hu-yrwMNxebIk1Cw. If you do not have 

access to Facebook and want to experience worship, subscribe to our channel on YouTube! Each 

Sunday’s virtual worship service is recorded from Facebook and posted afterward on YouTube.  

Online Sermons and Interaction with the Service (trivia and polls): On your smart phones, 

download and install Faithlife Bible App and request to be part of our presentation group. Pastor 

Christian will add you and you can use a digital bulletin, interact with the trivia questions, or 

participate in polls. If you are interested in following along, see Heather Clark and she can help 

you get it set up on your phone.  

Recorded Sermons: If you have discontinued your cable service and have gotten a Roku or Amazon 

Firestick or a SMART TV, did you know that you can listen to past sermons right on your TV? If 

you download the Faithlife TV app and search for “CHC” within the app, you can listen to Pastor 

Christian’s recorded sermons. Just another way to stay connected and hear some of your favorite 

messages from the past. 

 

 

mailto:bellchime55@ptd.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/269721049717923/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWs90p6Hu-yrwMNxebIk1Cw
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church, continued … 

Instagram: We are now on Instagram. Check us out at instagram.com/chestnuthillchurchucc/   

Recorded Sermons/Services: If you do not have access to the internet or to Facebook or to 

YouTube or even to a streaming device, you too can still be part of our worship experience. If you 

would like to receive recorded sermons and services (on DVD), please contact Pastor Christian 

and we will begin putting some of our services on DVD for folks who might wish to experience 

worship but cannot access online. 

Supporting Chestnut Hill Church 
  

A lot of volunteer time, work and funds go into keeping Chestnut Hill Church successful. There are 

several ways that you can help support Chestnut Hill Church, from fundraising, shopping, dining out 

and volunteering, please see below for current opportunities to support the church: 

Thrivent Choice Program: If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, make sure you select 

Chestnut Hill Church as a recipient of your Choice dollars.  

Amazon Smile: If you shop through Amazon, make sure you are always going through 

smile.amazon.com and that Chestnut Hill Church is your chosen charity. Nearly every purchase 

earns us a contribution!  

Grocery Cards:  Simply grocery shopping can earn the church money!  By purchasing Weis and/ or 

Giant gift cards in advance through the church, the church receives 5% of the cost of the card. 

We are in the process of making these available for all to purchase. If you are interested in 

purchasing the store cards, please see Stephanie Creyer for the Giant cards and Terry Miller for 

the Weis cards. 

E-Offering:  Electronic monetary donations can be made to the church at any time using E-Offering. 

Please see page 9 for more information and instructions if you would like to make an E-Offering. 

Church Activities and Trips 

As with all things, life is more enjoyable when it isn’t all work and no play; throughout the year, 

Chestnut Hill Church participates in and organizes fun activities and trips. You can find information 

about that here: 

Faith Night at Iron Pigs:  There are tentatively, two Iron Pigs Faith nights scheduled; Wednesday 

June 3rd and August 12th at 7:05. Cost is $11.00 and all tickets include a $2.00 off coupon towards 

qualified ballpark purchases. If you are interested in purchasing tickets or for more information, 

contact Debbie Koder, 610-390-9026. 
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Spring Cleaning & Repairs  
With the stay at home orders in place and the church empty, it was a perfect time for some church and 

community members to get some unfinished projects completed at Chestnut Hill Church. Thank you to 

Debbie and Brett Koder, for leading the completion of the following projects:    

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    
           
        

  

  In December our new front  
door was installed and it has 

now been painted. In addition, 
the memorial plaque has been 
ordered to commemorate the 

memorial funds that were 
used to pay for our new door. 

 

All three accordion doors in the  
fellowship hall were scrubbed and 

cleaned.  They look like new! 
 

Our front lower narthex 
was painted, baseboard 
installed and a picture 

hung.  Thank you to 
Lorraine and Doug 

Kahler for the donation 
of the church painting, 

which originally 
belonged to Dorothy 

Debus and was donated 
in her memory. 

 

 In January 2020, our church sign on 
Limeport Pike was vandalized. The 

sign company tried to clean the sign, 
but was not able to remove the white 
graffiti paint. However, a resident of 

Lower Milford saw the damage to our 
sign and was able to clean the sign up, 

returning it to its unvandalized 
appearance. A special thank you to 
Dave and Marlene Shelly for their 
donation of time and materials to 

make our sign look great again! 

 Our back hallway by 
the Administration office 
was finished.  New 
stained baseboards were 
installed, all woodwork 
around the doors and 
around the old back 
entrance door frame was 
sanded and painted. 
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Conference Happenings 

This information also appears in the weekly newsletter of the Conference which can be found at 

http://pnec.org/this-week-in-pnec/ 

  

Some Training Opportunities: Please note, because of COVID-19, many of the previously 

scheduled trainings and workshops have been rescheduled or cancelled altogether. Please go 

to the Conference website to review all upcoming dates and information. 

 

The Story of Worship: June 11, 2020 from 9AM to 4:30PM (Registration 8:30AM) at Jordan 

UCC, Allentown. Stories are powerful. But harnessing the power of story in worship requires 

more than a few film snippets or sermon illustrations. Whether we realize it or not, most people 

make sense of their lives in terms of a life story. Every Sunday, when people gather in our 

churches to worship, it is an opportunity for peoples’ life stories to be woven into the fabric of 

God’s story and the story of the church. This workshop will look at how we better seize that 

weekly opportunity by being more attentive to the story our worship tells and presenting a 

more holistic view for incorporating story and storytelling practices into our worship. 

Lastly, the Holly 
trees in front of 

the church were in 
need of a good 

trimming - and the 
Koder’s, were one 
barber shop that 
wasn’t closed for 

business. 
Before     After

Spring Cleaning & Repairs, continued … 
 

Luke 1:37 
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Worship Schedule & Information 

Upcoming Sermon Information: 

After Easter Series: We will follow the disciples and Christ as he ministers to folks after his 

resurrection and makes appearances to those whom he loved… 

 Date Part of Journey Sermon Title: Focus Scripture: 

5/03/2020 4th Sunday of Easter “Show Us” John 14:1-14 

5/10/2020 5th Sunday of Easter “The Coming Advocate” John 14:15-21 

5/17/2020 6th Sunday of Easter Kelly Hartnett, Westminster Village Mental Health Sun 

5/24/2020 7th Sunday of Easter Pastor on vacation, Supply Pastor  

 

After Pentecost and Beyond: 

5/31/2020 Pentecost Sunday “Forever More, The Spirit Comes” John 7:37-39 

6/07/2020 Trinity Sunday “All Has Been Given to You” Matthew 28:16-20 

6/14/2020 2nd Pentecost  (Pastor on vacation), Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates in Worship 

6/21/2020 3rd Pentecost   (Pastor on vacation), Craig Adams to lead us in Worship 

6/28/2020 4th Pentecost “Whoever Welcomes…” Matthew 10:40-42 

  

Please Mark Your Calendars for These Upcoming Special Worship Services:  
  

Pentecost Sunday: If we are back to our sanctuary for the Pentecost celebration, look for a very 

special service as we gather to celebrate the birth of the church and the coming of the Holy Spirit 

upon us all. Pentecost is Sunday, May 31. 

 

Supply Ministry: Pastor will be on vacation a few times over the coming months. We encourage you 

to mark these dates as times to make sure you support the ministry of others as we gather with 

supply pastors in the coming months. They work hard to make sure you have a meaningful 

worship experience. Pastor will be away on May 24 and June 14 and 21. On Sunday, June 14, 

our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates will be leading us in worship and giving a special 

message that cannot be missed! 
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Electronic Offering 
 

If you would like to give your offering electronically, below are the instructions to set up an electronic 

offering account.  If you need added help, Pastor Christian would be happy to help you. For those 

who wish to continue using the regular offering envelopes, you will continue to receive the envelopes 

in the mail as you have in the past.  The envelopes will continue to be mailed to you every 2 months.  

If you have any questions about the envelopes, please contact Pastor Christian. If you are using E 

Offering and no longer wish to receive envelopes, please let Pastor Christian know this as well. 
 

Instructions on How to Sign Up for Electronic Offering 

To create a new account, go to: www.members.myEoffering.com 

On Log in screen, click “register” 

Enter the following information: Name, E-mail, and choose a password that you will 

remember. Once you have this completed, click on “Register”, you will receive an email 

on how to finish registering. Once you have clicked on the link from email, you will need 

to login and then read the onscreen instructions and click the “Proceed” button. 

Next, you will need to select a church, so click on “Churches” at the top of the screen. Next 

click on “Join a church+”.  Search for Chestnut Hill Church, select the church which has 

our address showing, and “Join+”. You do not need to provide a member or envelope #. 

After you have selected Chestnut Hill Church, you must add a wallet. Click on “Wallets” on 

the top of the screen and then “Add a Wallet+”. Follow the onscreen instructions as they 

come up on the screen...and click on “Add Wallet+” 

To setup an offering, click on “Offerings” at the top of the page and “Add New Offering+”. 

Choose the option that best fits how often you would like to give and the date upon which 

to begin drawing those funds. Funding source is your choice from where to draw the funds 

(i.e. your checking account or credit card found in your “Wallets”). Remember to select 

the fund to which you would like your offering to go, enter an amount and if you choose to 

contribute to more than one fund, you have the option to do so.  

Fees to use a checking or savings account are $.30 and the fees for using a credit card fees 

determined by the credit card company. 
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Bible Word Game 

From The Life of Jesus Bible Puzzles…answers are found on page _11_.   
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Financial Report 
 

As of March 31, 2020: 

Checking/Savings Accounts: 

 QNB checking $ 6,931.43 

 Building Fund         $ 9,373.44 

 Special Savings       $ 52,993.79 

Investment Portfolio:   

 Miller Endowment $ 378,212.53 

 Hoff Endowment $ 207,217.64 (Nov. ‘19) 

 Ameriprise  $ 9,047.29          

 

   Bible Word Puzzle Answers, Game on Page 10 

 

 

 Pastor: Christian Creyer (Pastor Christian) 

Church Phone: 610-967-1196                 Cell Phone:  484-866-5229 

Email address:   pastor@chcucc.org   

Office Hours: 

While the office and church are closed, Pastor Christian is still available for visitation and just generally 

catching up. He can be reached via phone, email, or by video call.  

Please call Pastor for an appointment, if required. 

 

mailto:pastor@chcucc.org
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New Beginnings 

It doesn’t take a New Year 

To begin our lives anew, 

God grants us new beginnings 

Each day the whole year through 

So never be discouraged 

For there comes daily to all men 

The chance to make Another Start 

And Begin All Over Again! 

~ Helen Steiner Rice 

 

NOT EVERYTHING IS 

CANCELLED 

Sunshine is not cancelled 

Spring is not cancelled 

Love is not cancelled 

Relationships are not cancelled 

Reading is not cancelled 

Naps are not cancelled 

Devotion is not cancelled 

Music is not cancelled 

Dancing is not cancelled 

Imagination is not cancelled  

Kindness is not cancelled 

Conversations are not cancelled 

Hope is not cancelled 
#keeplooking up    Simplestencils.com 

Bible Verses -Romans 5:3-5 

More than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 

Joys & Inspiration 

Thank you to those who submitted “joys”. Wishing everyone health and peace during this pandemic. 

Happy Anniversary to 

Heather & Bill Lippincott, 

who will be celebrating their 

20th Wedding Anniversary, May 20th! 

Congratulations, are also in order for 

Larry & Helene Endy, who will 

be celebrating their  

51st Wedding Anniversary, May 24th! 

It is a joy to report that Larry Endy’s sister, Nancy, has survived Coronavirus, after a four-day 

hospitalization with pneumonia! 

Best Wishes to Amanda Houser, the 

significant other of Andrew 

Werkheiser, for her recent graduation 

as a Licensed Practical Nurse! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A3-5&version=ESV

